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CGSC Courses Taught: P930 Preparatory Course (AY08-13), C100 Foundations (AY08-13), 

C400/C500 Army Doctrine and Planning (AY07-13), O200 Division Operations (AY07-12), O300 

Brigade Operations (AY07-12), C400 Army Doctrine – DDE (AY13-17), and C600 Military 

Decision Making Process – DDE (AY13-17) 

Mr. Dirk C. Blackdeer is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Distance Education at the 

U.S. Army Command and General Staff College.  He coaches several hundred students enrolled 

in the Common Core phase of the Command and General Staff Officer’s Course via online 

learning. 

His credentials include a Master’s of Science Degree in Adult Education from Kansas State 

University, Military Education Level 4 from the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, 

and a Bachelor of Science Degree in Forestry from Humboldt State University. 

A twenty year veteran, Mr. Blackdeer was commissioned in 1985 through the Officer’s Candidate 

School at Fort Benning.  As an infantry officer, he completed the infantry officer basic course, 

airborne school, Ranger school and served as a rifle platoon leader and mortar platoon leader.  

After transitioning to military intelligence, Mr. Blackdeer commanded an intelligence and 

surveillance company, and served as an S2 primary staff officer with infantry, field artillery and 

military police units.  In addition to tactical assignments, he was a J2 Plans officer on the Joint 

Staff at U.S. Forces Korea, an executive officer for a military intelligence battalion, and a G2 Plans 

officer with V Corps during Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Prior to retirement at the rank of Lieutenant 

Colonel, Mr. Blackdeer was a tactics instructor at the U.S. Army Command and General Staff 

College.  He has nine years of experience in the classroom and has been with the Department of 

Distance Education since 2013. 

Mr. Blackdeer’s research interest is Army doctrine and operations in support of his duties for 

ensuring that computer based instruction for the Command and General Staff Officers’ Course is 

current and relevant.  He has served on five MMAS committees as a reader, and once as a 

committee chair.  Publications include six book reviews for Military Review. 

 


